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OR near half a century, the alarm- 
ing increaſe of the national debt of 
England, has attracted the attention of 
a great number of very able political wri- 
ters, who have inveighed with all their 
talents againſt the ruinous practice of 
raiſing the ſupplies by funding, inſtead 
of taxes; but from a Davenant, to a Hume 
and a Poſtlethwayte, all have, by men in 
office, been conſidered as viſionary ſpecu- 
latiſts. The time, however, ſeems faſt ap- 
proaching when neceſſity will force our 
government to do what reaſon has been 
too weak to effect. The political wiſdom. 
of cloſet politicians, will probably tri- 
umph to ſee adminiſtration forced to raiſe 
quadruple the ſums within the year, that 

| preceding 
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preceding miniſters were too idle, or too 
indifferent to attempt. 

The credit of this kingdom had uſual- 
ly the epithet of unbounded, from the 
unbounded uſe miniſters have made of it. 
— But the late budget, I ſhould ſuppoſe, 
muſt have opened every - underſtanding 
to the delufion of ſuch ideas. Our hori- 
zon recedes no longer as we advance 
the limits appear, and every mortal muſt 
be convinced that the end of our national 
credit 1s faſt approaching—perhaps * 
pily for us.—I believe that budget the 
firſt inſtance that ever the head of tlic 
treaſury talked ſeriouſly in parliament, 
of raiſing the ſupplies within the year, 
or found it convenient to appear to do 
ſo: and, I believe, it was the firſt time 
that ever an explicit declaration was 
made, that more millions were wanted 
than could be had. I have been preſent 
at the opening of ſeveral, and the lan- 
guage was uſually, that of parade, and 
boaſting of the immenſity of the ſupply, 
compared with the moderation of the 8 
mand, with very flattering pictures of 
the great reſources, and unbounded con- 
fidence and credit poſſeſſed by govern- 
ment. | a 

It is reaſonably to be ſuppoſed, that the 
great financier at preſent would not 3 
| uſe 


OY EF WS = ©xX 


N 


uſed ſo new a language, had he not 
felt the impoſſibility of borrowing much 
longer, and thought it candid to let the 
public know that ſuch were the ideas of 
adminiſtration. Whatever the motive, 
there certainly never was a period more 
critical than the preſent—Teeming with 
events which muſt decide the kingdom's 
fate.—Never were the heads, hearts, and 
purſes of the people, more neceſſary — 
nor ever a period in which it was more 
excuſable, in private individuals, to of- 
fer, while they do it with decency and 
_ candor, their 3 to their fellow- 
ſubjects, upon the means of averting 
thoſe evils which, ſeen at preſent only in 
perſpective, yet approach with a celerity 
that muſt alarm. Not a little indebted 
is the public to Mr. Pulteney, who, in a 
very able pamphlet, * has touched, in a 
maſterly manner, on the neceſſity of vi- 
gorouſly purſuing the preſent war, and 
on ſome of the means of ſupporting the 
unavoidable expences of it. 

Upon the endleſs queſtion of the pre- 
ſent American war, I ſhall preſume to 


'* Conſiderations on the preſent. State of public Af 
fair, and the Means of raiſing the nece{ſary Supplies. 
'8yo., f | 
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( 4 ) 
ſay very little.---- That great ſerbonian 
bog, as it has been called, ought long ago 
to have been trodden, if not into firm 
ground, at leaſt a path acroſs it ſuffi- 
cient to ſave, if not armies of ſol- 
diers, yet of politicians from 1 


but it ſeems formed to mire whole hoſts. 
The preſent queſtion is, a war with 
France and America united, and whether 
it has been brought on through a want 
of prudence in government ; or has ariſen 
trom the unavoidable courſe of events 
which no prudence could prevent, nor 
genus controul—in whatever light this 
tact may ſtand, certainly we have a moſt 
expenſive quarrel to ſupport; and the 
great enquiry at preſent ought to be, zhe 
means of doing it. 2 Rp $34.54 

The very ingenious writer, abovemen- 
tioned, has given his ſentiments on this 
ſubject perhaps more briefly than his 


readers wiſh—but he has throughout it 


founded the renovation of the national 
luſtre and importance, ſo much on the 
full exertion of every private and public 


_ virtue—he has made the merit, modera- 


tion and forbearance of individuals, in a 
molt {:1fih and extravagant age, ſo much 
the corner ſtone of his expectations, that, 
though he charms with the magnanimity 


of-his ſentiments, and animates with the 


manly 
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manly turn of his eloquence, yet I muſt 
confeſs, that if the nation 1s only to be 
preſerved by the full blooming luſtre of 
thoſe virtues, I dread the event. 

However unbounded the ſpirit of pa- 
triotic regard for the welfare of a coun- 
try, may have been in the infancy of 
ſome republicks, in urging mankind to 
the moſt liberal pecuniary ſupport of their 
country, ſuch a dependence, perhaps, 
would not be prudent in a government 
like ours: a very conſiderable portion of 
the people of this kingdom are ſupported 
by the burthens laid on the whole---and 


that not in the modeſt frugal manner 


congenial to the nature of a republican 
government, but in all the oſtentatious 
glare of wealth and profuſion found in 
luxurious monarchies. Such a ſituation 
is inconſiſtent with a dependance on free 
gifts and chearful contributions. The 
lakes, lawns, temples, turrets, and ſplen- 
dor of a fingle contractor, would hang 


like a dark cloud over half a county.--- 
For whom are we to ſtrain the laſt 


nerve ?---For whom ſhall we be frugal ? 
That he may riot in the greater profuſion ? 
Shall we be ſparing, that he may erect 
the ſolid edifice of his own 1mportance 
in the gradual accumulation of our 
ellates ? | $55 
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That theſe abuſes are neceſſary cannot 


be thought—but that it is poſſible to 


carry on a war without them, 1s very 
queſtionable. The laſt, which was con- 
ducted with ſuch abilities and ſucceſs, 
was not without theſe inſtances ; one 
perſon's contract for a few campaigns, in 
a ſingle branch of that war, enabled him 
to. purchaſe the eſtates of noble families 
in three kingdoms, and to rival in ſplen- 
dor the greateſt of our nobility. No 
war was ever carried on without indi- 
viduals. making 1mmenſe fortunes :—it 
always has been—and ever will be ſo--- 
nor do I mention it as a proof of bad go- 
vernment, but as a reaſon why that en- 
tire conſolidation of the public opinion, 
which amounts to an almoſt enthuſiaſtic 
ſacrifice of private to public intereſt, can 
never take place in ſuch a country as 
this. | 

The fame very able writer mentions, 
that the entire confidence of the people 


in government is neceſſary ; the conduct of 


public affairs muſt be entruſted to the ableſt, 
the- firmeſt, and the moſt difintereſted men.—— 
IWithout ſuch an arrangement, I am confi- 
dent that the full ſpirit and force of this 
country cannot be called forth---all which 
may be moſt devoutly to be wiſhed : but 
in the actual and efficient conduct of af. 


tairs, 


1 

fairs, perhaps, ſuch ideas are a little vi- 
ſionary. If the public is to make no ex- 
traordinary exertions, till the individuals 
of that public agree, who are the moſt 
able, the firmeſt, and the moſt diſin- 
tereſted men, ſuch exertions will never 
be made at all. A very conſiderable and 
reſpectable body of the people, both in 
and out of parliament, have uniformly 
condemned and reprobated the whole 
conduct of the preſent adminiſtration, 
with a ſeverity, equal at leaſt, to that of 
any former oppoſition ; while, on the 
other hand, government has had the ſup- 
port of another conſiderable portion of 
the people, excluſive of thoſe who may 
be ſuppoſed to be influenced by hopes or 
fears.---And it has been a very common 
remark, that the great body of the na- 
tion ſeemed perfectly indifferent to all 
thoſe meaſures which have in parliament 
occahoned ſuch flaming debates. To 
wait, therefore, till one ſpirit animates 
us, mult be to wait till doomſday. 

The fact 1s, that kings miniſters, and 
the leaders of oppoſitions, muſt be taken 
as men ; their prejudices and habits muſt 
be borne with---their extravagancies and 
follies not too acrimoniouſly condemned, 
nor their virtues or wiſdom too implicitly 
relied in: as they are men, we may very 

1 2 ſafely 
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ſafely conclude them far enough removed 
from infallibility---but as they are in ge- 
neral men of birth, of education and 
property, we may alſo conclude that they 
are as likely to wiſh well to their country 
as any other ſet in it. The queſtion be- 
fore the nation at preſent, is not a choice 
between adminiſtration and oppoſition--- 
it is 1 whether government, in 
whatever hands, muſt not be amply ſup- 
ported in this criſis. To aſſert the con- 
trary is to ſay, with D*Orvilliers in the 
channel, that money ought not to be 
raiſed to ſend Mr. Keppel againſt him, 
becauſe Lord Sandwich is at the head of 
the admiralty: if Marſhal Broglio is in 
Kent, are we to examine the merit of the 
commander in chief, or ſecretary at war, 
before the troops are paid that are to 
drive him back again? | 
If an entire change of men enſued, 
and the preſent miniſtry then in oppoſi- 
tion were to oppoſe all ſupplies, becauſe 
the Earl of Shelburne was at the head 
of affairs, would it deſerve more atten- 
tion ? | 
Whatever pretence there might be for 
the neceſſity of having the univerſal opi- 
nion of the people with government, 
while the war was merely a civil one, 
that pretence muſt ceaſe as long as Con- 
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gre and France are united. The chear- 


fulneſs with which the —_— nobility 
went from parliament to the camp, ſhews 
them animated with the principle of this 
diſtinction. 

In all periods of danger and difficulty, 
government muſt be liberally ſupported, 
whoever adminiſters it, and without any 
enquiry, whether the people are ready to 
contribute chearfully or not? I do not 
conceive that they pay, at preſent, with 
any great chearfulneſs, from the tax on 
ſervants producing no more than half 
what 1t probably ought to do---and if 
the votes of the people at large, were to 
make and unmake the firſt lord of the 
treaſury, they would ſtill pay not one 
ſhilling more than they were forced to. 

It 1s for theſe reaſons that all ſchemes 
of raiſing the ſupplies, which are ſo 
much connected with, as to be depen- 
dant on any particulardeſcriptions of men 
or to ariſe not from the common ope- 
ration of taxes, but from I know not 
what harmonious union of private vir- 
tue and public ſpirit---will, I fear, prove 
fallacious and deluſive: hence therefore 
the enlightened reader will probably con- 
ſider the moſt applicable part of Mr. Pul- 
teney's ingenious performance, to be that 
which touches on the national wealth, 


and 
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and the poſſibility of raiſing” the ſupplies K 
within the year. ite 
The advantages he ſtates to ariſe from 
ſuch a meaſure, are certainly not exag- 
gerated: and theſe, in no inſtance, would 
be felt ſtronger than in the riſe, of the 4 


value of landed property. The high in- 
tereſt paid for the late loans, have un- 
doubtedly ſunk the value of land five 
years purchaſe; and in many inſtances, 
which I happen to be acquainted with, 
much more. Thoſe who are not under 
the neceſſity of ſelling, do not feel this, 
but 1t cruſhes others who find themſelves 
in that ſituation ; ' and the premiums 
paid, in order to get money on mortgage, 
have the ſame effect. This burthen, if 
* borrowing goes on, muſt increaſe every 
Wl; day, until its ſeverity will be to the laſt 
1 degree oppreſſive, but would ceaſe at 
0 once with the duration of its cauſe. 

0 His obſervations on the improvements 
a" to be made, in converting ſome of the 
cuſtoms into exciſes, are decifive.—That 
they would be productive of a much larger 
revenue cannot be doubted : the immenſe 
profit made by the eſcape of all taxation, 
in the quantities of home-brewed liquid 
poiſon, called red port, is an object upon 
which a heavy exciſe would be beneficial 
to the kingdom, W129 


( 11) 

Mr. Pulteney propoſes 1+ per cent. be- 
nevolence on all the capital of the king- 
dom, to the amount of 1000 millions. 
But the enormous fall in the value of 
every ſpecies of fund yielding income, 
appears to me an inſurmountable obſtacle 
to all aſſeſſments on the value of ſolid 
property. Income, in the preſent times, 
1s out of all proportion more valuable 
the property which yields 1t. The largeſt 
ſolid property may exiſt in lands, with- 
out a poſſibility of converting the ſmalleſt 
part of it into money, but with immenſe 
Foſs. No tax therefore, regulated by the 
value of the year, would be productive, 
unleſs on income. 

Land, it may be preſumed, muſt bear 
great additional burthens, whenever a 
miniſter is ſerious in the idea of raiſing 
the ſupplies within the year : too earneſt 
and repeated an attention therefore can- 
not be paid to all the loads wherewith it 
is already incumbered. The preſent tax 
of four ſhillings in the pound is, in 
the eaſtern counties, a conſiderable bur- 


then ; an addition which did not go 


to equalizing the old aſſeſſment over the 
kingdom would prove grievous to thoſe 
counties: at the ſame time, no friend to 


his country could wiſh to ſee a really equal 
88 land 


612) 
land tax in this kingdom, ſince to be 
equal it muſt be varying, and a tax, vi- 
brating with rent and improvements, 
would cruſh the agricultureof this, as it 
has done of every country where intro- 
duced. * Whenever therefore the neceſ- 
ſities of the ſtate render alterations in the 
land tax neceſſary, it is to be hoped that 
the utmoſt attention will be paid to the 
eaſe of thoſe counties at preſent very 
highly aſſeſſed; and at the ſame time to 
ſteer clear of the innumerable evils, which 


In order to lay a land tax on the Duchy of Mi- 
lan perfectly equal, all the territory was moſt accurate- 
ly valued; and the tax laid in conſequence, ſuppoſed 
to be one of the moſt equa] exiſting. —What was the 
conſequence? The following——-*<* Auſh depuis I'e- 
e tabliſſement de ces fermes tout ce beau pays eſt, ac- 
% commode de facon qu'il welt plus reconnoiflable, 
„Le Milanois & le Mantouan deperiſſent a vue d'ce"]: 
tout y tombe, agriculture, cemmerce, manufac- 
& tures, Au contraire les prefeCtures ſuiſſes, qui ap- 
o partenoient autrefois ou duche de Milan, & qui en 
ont Ete detachees, par Louis XII. roi de France, 
e deviennent tous les jours plus floriſſantes, quoique 
© leur ſol ne foit pas, a beaucoup pres, auſſi fertile 
* que celui du Milanois autrichien, ou Piemontois, 
& Les voyages que j'ai faits dans ces deux provinces, 
„& dans le Tirol, avant & apres l'ẽtabliſſement des 
e fermes, m'ont appris mieux que tous les livres & 
& tous les cris des peuples, les prodigieux change- 
« ments, que de pareils reglemens operent dans les 
ce pays ou on les introduit.” Voyages en differens pays 
de l Europe, en 1774, 1775, & 1776, par A. Pilati. 
Tome I. p. 290. 


would 
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would reſult from any tax that ſhould 
vary in future with ps tn rents, — 
The preſent aſſeſſment has held near a 
century: it may therefore be thought 
that the land owners have, in ſo long a 
period, had a fair untaxed return for 
their improvements. And it muſt ſtrike 
every one that, viewing them in this 
light, is much more juſt, than any idea 
of laying additions to go equally to 
the counties heavily, as to thoſe Ig 
charged. 

But whenever the burthens to which 
land is liable are conſidered, it is proper 
to take into the account the amount of 
poor rates. At firſt fight, it is a tax laid 
on the farmer; but when we reflect that 
farms let well or ill, in proportion to the 
height of thoſe rates m the pariſhes 
where they are ſituated, we ſhall ſee at 
once that this 1s virtually a land tax, if 
not to the full amount, at leaſt to a 
conſiderable proportion. 

The vaſt amount to which this moſt 
pernicious of all taxes has ariſen calls, 
perhaps, more than any other internal 
object for the attention of the legiſlature. 
—lIt is not like the land tax ſtationary, 
but has ariſen with a rapidity unheard 
of and alarming ; it riſes every year, and 

Sp if 
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if ſo great an evil is to he left to the 
operation (corruption rather) of its own 
progreſs, it is hard to ſay to what further 
enormity it may proceed, The inatten- 
tion of parliament, in ſleeping over this 
pernicious evil, which threatens to ſweep 
all the national induſtry before it, is, 
perhaps, the ſtrongeſt proof that exiſts 
of our repreſentatives too often buſying 
themſelves in matters of ſmall concern, 
when affairs of the greateſt importance 
call for their labour. : 

The prepoſterous circumſtance of this 
heavy tax, is its ring at a time when it 
ought to /ink. It has been aſſerted, that 
the cauſe of the great increaſe of poor 
rates, has been the increaſed price of the 
neceſlaries of life; and that the extreme 
height to which corn aroſe for ſome years, 
was the principal reaſon. Without ad- 
verting to the truth or error of the ſup- 
poſition, I ſhall only remark that, if true, 
rates ought to have fallen ſince 1274. 


For the price of wheat, the great ſtaff of 


life, has funk conſiderably, as will appear 
from the following table of prices per 


Wincheſter buſhel. - 


Years, 


( 35 


Vene foreign corn 


Years, General 2 per buſhel. imported. 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. 

1771 5 10? 3 25 3 | | £ 151,300 
1772 6 F394 8. 2 97 I 24,200 
1773 6 4x 3 7 2 12 $71,700 
1974 | 6 7 3 61 2 24 1,023,009 
176 , 054-33 2 04 1,265,502 
1770 | 4 9x | 2 ©; | 19% 229,574 
pts. 1.5 ..vx:.1 3. 0; ae 13s $60,032 


Total 3,925, 368 
Exported in 7 years 715,043 


Ballance againſt us 2,210,325 
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Which is per annum *4 58,618 


Correſponding with this account, are 
the Windſor prices, 9 gallon meaſure, 
which for theſe e years ve not been pub- 
liſned before. | 
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1778 Lady Day 7 ©o 6. 214 3 
Michaelmas 5 711 27 3 i 4 T1 


* Regifter of Mr. Whithread's bill. 
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But, contrary to what ought to have 
been the caſe, rates have ariſen within 
five years probably more than in any 
preceding period of equal duration ; 
a conſiderable reaſon for believing, that 


the riſe is in no degree limited to the 
increaſe of want, but generates in the 
progreſs of 1dleneſs and extravagance ; to 


both which the application of the tax 1s 
a direct premium. * 


Ought 


* The following is extracted from a pamphlet, in- 
titled, A Letter to the Guardians of the Poor of Bury St. 
Edmunds, 1778. That the rates for the relief of 
** the poor are higher conſiderably than they were, is 
* an indiſputable fact; and it is alfo as true, that 
they are double what they were fifteen years ſince, 
and very near one third more than they were two or 
three years ago, The cauſe of this extraordinary 
«demand is a more difficult matter to aſcertain, and, 
*© 1 am afraid, the reaſons which are uſually given, 
*© will hardly account for it to our ſati faction; which 
are, that it is occaſioned by the advance in the price 
of the neceſſaries of life: ſuch as proviſions, cloath- 
„ ing, firing, &c, and the increaſe of the lower claſs of 
* the community, I will not pretend to deny but there 
© has been a conſiderable increaſe, both in the price 
L of neceſlaries. and in the numbers of the poor, ſince 

ce the firſt period which I have mentioned; and I 
* muſt alſo allow, that both theſe together affect the 
<< poor rates ſo many different ways, and in ſo com- 
plex a manner, that it is exceeding difficult to form 
sa true judgment of the combined force of their ope- 
ration. But ſince the latter period, the years 1774 


« and 


ew) 
Ougght not the landed intereſt, there- 
fore, when the fatal moment of neceſſity 


« and 1775, the advance in the price of proviſions 
«© and other, neceſlaries have ſearcely-been any, nor 
<« can the numbers of the indigent poor be increaſed 
« in any degree proportionate to the ſums that is 
found neceſſary for the maintenance of them, That 
te proviſions, &c. are not much dearer, may be proved 
by the books of your corporation, where you will 
c find that near 220 paupers in your workhouſe, 
« were maintained and cloathed- for very nearly the 
« fame ſum, from Auguſt, 1977, to Auguſt, 1778, 
cas the ſame number wee during the ſame months 
% in 1774 and 1775. Bread corn is cheaper now 
«© than it was then; malt is much lower; meat is by 
<© no means dearer ; cloathing and firing are indeed 
«© advanced: but making an average of the whole, 
the difference at the two periods will be found to 
« be very trifling. The want of employment can- 
« not be given as a reaſon for the increaſe of the 
poor, who call for pariſh aſſiſtance. For during the 
whole time we are now ſpeaking of, work of all 
« ſorts has been plentiful ; not a murmur or com- 
„ plaint on that account; not an induſtrious perſon, 
in any branch, but might have had full employ, 
„ had; they been inclined to labour; nor have t 

<< wages been lower; in moſt branches they have been 
« exactly the ſame; in ſome they have been more; 
and in the ſpinning of wool, which frequently 
ee fluctuates, and in which the women and children 
of your town are principally employed, the wages 
have ſeldom been higher for. three years together, 

de than they have been for theſe laſt three years.“ — 
This is a true picture of the riſe of rates, and appli⸗ 
cable to the greateſt part of the kingdom. Evidently 
they riſe, without a ſhadow of reaſon, and will cruſh 
all the induſtrious part of the community, if a ſpeedy 
top is not put by ſome controuling meaſure. 


comes 


* 


(.39)) , 
comes for inereaſing land taxes, to con- 
ſider if any, and what means may be 
taken for preventing any farther riſe in 


this unexampled burthen, to which they 


have hitherto ſubmitted with a patience 
that is marvelous indeed ! If they felt 
that the amount of this burthen contri- 


buted, in a great degree, to eaſe the real 


neceſſities of that clafs of the poor, who 
cannot from age and infirmities contri- 
tribute to their own ſupport ; if they felt 
that poverty leſſened in proportion to 
the increaſe of the burthen ; if they ſaw 
any beneficial effects, whatever the reſult, 
one might account for the ſupineneſs 
with which they have witneſſed, the ra- 
pidity with which the tax has riſen. But 
while the very converſe of every one of 
theſe ſuppoſitions has been the fact 
while the aſſeſſment has had no effect, 
but to harden the heart againſt the calls 
of private charity ;---while the diſtribu- 
tion has created nothing but careleſſneſs 
for the future, and nouriſhed nothin 
but 1dleneſs---while the national induſ- 
try is wounded in its very vitals, and 
cramp'd in every ſtep of its progreſs--- 
while poverty and wretchedneſs have 
made ſuch gigantic ſtrides, that a great 
fall in the price of Wann or 

| ICEMS 
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ſeems to bring, additional miſery, inſtead 
of relief to the poor---while the weight 
of this tax is grievous, and every effect 
that flows from 1t ruin, * ſurely there is 
no evil in our domeſtic policy that calls 
louder for the moſt ſpeedy and explicit 
redreſs. | | 


Long and repeated obſervation muſt 
have convinced the majority of the king- 
dom, that this enormous land tax 1s a 
plied to the production of very little real 
good, but of the moſt ample miſchief. 


® This may be ſaid with the moſt literal attention 
to truth, Every part of the preſent ſyſtem is alike, 
pregnant with miſchief, The law of ſettlements 
neceſlarily followed that for parochial ſupport : I have 
an inſtance before me in the pariſh where I am now 
writing, (Bradfield, in Suffolk) which ſhews the fol- 
ly of our laws. The town of Bury will no longer 
permit a wool-comber, his wife, and ſix children, 
whoſe laſt legal ſettlement is in this pariſh, to be an 
inhabitant there without a certificate; and we muſt 
either ſign a declaration, that we will maintain all his 
poſterity (chargeable) to the lateſt time, (for ſuch in 
fact is a certificate) or the man and his family muſt 
leave thirty ſhillings a week, to come to leſs than ten, 
all earnings included, And yet this inſtance is not 
near ſo oppreffive as many others that ariſe daily. 
Such laws are the diſgrace of the kingdom, Their 
total repeal would be well purchaſed at the expence 
of three millions per annum to government, 
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If the neceſſities of the ſtate make it 
expedient to raiſe the ſupplies within the 
Jes where can a miniſter turn for a fund 
arger, or more certain in the amount; 
eaſier in the collection, (for it is collected 
to his hand) or which would prove leſs 
burthenſome to the ſubject ? The fact is, 
that if a part of this productive tax was 
applied to the uſe of the State, it would 
be the application of a large revenue, 
from miſchievous to beneficial purpoſes. 
It is very eaſy to foreſee a multitude of 
objections to ſuch a plan, and I will ad- 
mit this circumſtance alone to be ſuffi- 
cient, when I ſee a miniſter raiſe a mil- 
lion a year additional revenue without 
objections. There is, however, one which 
ſhould be guarded againſt ſudden 
changes that concern great bodies of peo- 


ple might and would be dangerous, the 


meaſure ſhould therefore be brought a- 


bout as gradually as might be. Perhaps 
it might be proper to paſs an act, limit- 


ing poor rates for ever in all pariſnes to 
a ſum not exceeding the average of the 
laſt ſeven years. And then to enact, that 


no parochial aſſiſtance of any ſort what- 
ever, - ſhould be given, under the age of 
fixty years, except to perſons with broken 


limbs, 


(a1) 
limbs, or other impaſſibilities of ſupport- 
ing themſelves. 3:22 Nr 
Annexed to theſe acts, a tax to be laid 
on the amount of poor rates, beginning 
with 10 per cent. applicable to the uſes 
of the public, which might be gradually 
increaſed. | e 


If ſuch a ſyſtem was in time to wipe 
out the preſent, the charity of individuals 
would revive a ſpirit of humanity in poor 
families, for aged and helpleſs relations, 


which is ſo ſtrikingly manifeſt in Ireland, 
where there is not the veſtige of a poor 
rate, would ariſe, and of which there at 
preſent is ſcarcely a trace in England: 

a ſpirit of care and foreſight would be 
kindled among the poor, induſtry would 
flouriſh in conſequence, and the only vi- 


ſible change in the cconomy of poor fa- 


milies, would probably be a lefs hberal 
conſumption of tea, ſugar, and ſpirits. No 
perſon can have had many opportunities 
of witneſſing the effect of poor rates, 
without being ſenſible that a benefit, in- 
ſtead of a burthen, would reſult to the 
ublic from raiſing, by this means, an 
increaſing revenue. 
- If notwithſtanding theſe circumſtances, 
overnment found, or thought itſelf fo 


eſſentially weak as to be apprehenſive of 
1 C 3 the 
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the reſentment of a mob, upon ſuch an 
occaſion, and the meaſure was rejected in. 
favour of a direct land tax on thoſe long 
and feady friends, the country gentle- 
men, then ſome contrivance, in laying on 
that land tax, ſhould be had recourſe 
to, which might promiſe an eaſe in this 
burthenſome article of rates. Such, for 
inſtance, as making the tax ſo much 
per cent. on the rates, that it might riſe 
proportionably with them ; which by 
making one burthen the index and regu- 
lator of another, the greater activity 
might be exerted in the country to leſſen 
both.---The lazineſs and 1dle inattention 
of country gentlemen, even to their own. 
intereſts, have been ſo remarkably exhi- 
bited, in permitting rates to come to their 
preſent amount, that they well deſerve 
ſuch ſpurs. It would, literally ſpeaking, 
be a tax upon folly---I need not add, 4 
moſt productive one ! It might alſo be con- 
ſidered in the light of a domeſtic regu- 
lation, as well as a tax---it would in 
ſome meaſure be voluntary, as the amount 
would depend on the care and attention 
with which gentlemen exerted themſelves 
in leſſening an evil, which they have 
almoſt entirely brought on themſelves, 


In 


£ 
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In proportion as the public burtheris 
increaſe; will ap the neceſſity of re- 
ing this alarming. and increaſing 
evil. The national induſtry, in order to 
prove productive in taxes, (the only light 
in which too many men view it) muſt be 
freed from this ſhackle. It is now five 
or fix years that parhament has thought, 
or talked, or ſlept over this weighty bu- 
fineſs.. Is America to be attended to, to the 
excluſion of all domeſtic queſtions ? If 
the revenue was to be apphed to the uſe 
of the State, the evil would leſſen; but 
ſuppoſe you neither take nor tax the 
rates, is it imagined that the kingdom 
can continue to bear their increaſing in 
future, as they have done of late years ? 
If fo, we ſhall ſoon ſee and feel a larger 
tax, than the whole amount of what 
would anſwer the purpoſes of war or 
ace. And as it cruſhes induſtry exact- 
ly in proportion to its amount, the na- 
tional agriculture, manufactures, and 
commerce will be annihilated. A plan 


was publiſhed for giving hundreds, or 
other county diviſions, a power of incor- 
porating themſelves for houſes of in- 
duſtry, without diſtinct acts of parlia- 
ment ; but as it left the meaſure to the 
option of the moſt unenlightened, and 
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moſt ignorant of the people, that plan 
can only be conſidered as trifhng with 
the diſeaſe. A committee of the Houſe 
of Commons examined the queſtion in 
all its extent and relations; they were 
armed with the powers of commanding in- 
formation; debating was in its native ſoil. 
shall ſuch people, under the conviction 
that the meaſure is a wiſe one, by their 
permitting it, abandon the event to the 
diſputation of county and hundred meet- 
ings ? Shall the ableſt and beſt informed 
heads in Great Britain decide, and then 
ſuffer the controul of thoſe ignorant and 
indolent men, to whoſe folly or knavery 
the enormity of the evil is owing? The 
experience of more than twenty years 
gives the eloge of hundred houſes. In 
thoſe diviſions, rates have actually fallen, 
and rents riſen in conſequence—in all 
the reſt of the kingdom they are haſtily 
advancing. Yet five years being ſpent in 
conſideration, during which rates have 
doubled—ten more for the grave exertion 
of ruſtic wiſdom, are the relief to which 
We are aſſigned over, as the balm for our 
wounds, and the healing medicine for 
our ſhattered conſtitutions. If our re- 
preſentatives could ta/# no better than 
they cure, their debates would not be too 
entertaining. -But to return. 


In 


. 
In eſtimating the capital of the nation, 
Mr. Pulteney makes the income amount, 
by a calculation of the land produce, to 
forty millions per annum; and from 
ſuppoſing the number of the“ people 
m Great Britain 7, ooo, ooo, and their 
conſumption 71. 10s. per ann. he makes 
it fifty-two millions and an half. I think 
his calculation of the land income, ſup- 
poſing (as he does) the rental. twenty 


millions is an erroneous one. 

In taking the particulars of my jour- 
neys through England, in an extent of 
2,977 miles, I was ſolicitous to diſcover 
what was the groſs income of the ſoil, 
and its diſtribution. ——The following 
table I now form, being the average of 
the accounts in the northern and eaſtern 
tours; they are founded on the ſuppoſi- 


* All gueſſes at the number of the people are fal- 
lacious.—'T here are no data ſufficient for the calcula- 
tion, — Beſides, depopulation is the ſaſhion with a ſet of 
men who wiſh to decry the ſtate of the nation; and 
they have found writers viſionary enough, from very 
fallible materials, to pronounce, with an authoritative 
air, that we are not four millions and an half. I 
found by attentive enquirics into the actual population 
of 122,000 acres, ſcattered over 4000 miles of coun- 
try, that thirty-two millions peopled in the ſame man- 


ner, would contain 2,847,705 ſouls, employed and 
ſupported by agriculture alone, 


tion, 
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tion, that there are thirty-four millions 
of acres in England, (excluſive of Wales) 
and that rivers, towns,cities, houſes, parks, 
chaces, royal foreſts, and commons, a- 
mount to two millions. It 1s well known 
that calculators vary, from 29 to 4o mil- 
lions; but Mr. Harte, in his very ele- 
ant eſſays on huſbandry, who ſeems to 
ave attended much to the ſubject, fixes 
it at 34. Waſte, or uncultivated lands, 
are not to be excluded, as they came 
largely into thoſe perticulars from which 
the calculation was drawn. I ſhould, 
however, - be inclined to ſuppoſe, that 
England, and Wales alſo, — 3 not be 
found to exceed this profitable amount 
of thirty-two millions. 


Groſs 


rdu# of 32 Millions of Acres. 


Groſs P 3 
Crops, | Acres, | . 2 f | Tot.Produce z| Value. 
QB. | Quarters. 2s, . 
Wheat md Rye 2,930,001 3 © 8,291,807 | 40 I7,583, 606 
Barley 2,761,415 4 © | 11,045,660 | 20 | 11,045,060 
"> Oats - 3 884,387 1 8,715, 289 16 | 6,972, 230 
& Peaſe - = 897,798 — 2 7 2,581,168 | 26| 3,355,518 
Beans [ 534,137 40 2,136,548 26 2,777,512 
S Turneps = -1,036,100.1462 40[]- --- -j=Le>>=z 
Clover - + | 1,963,081 |£.3120] --=- - - | <=] - - - - > 
Copſe Wood | 2,395,721 | L. 1 5o[ - - - - - |] — 2994-651 
Total produce from corn and wood — 44,729,177 


® The reader is to remember, the meaſure is not the ſtatute, but the cuſtomary one, which 


varies almoſt every where. 
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 *expenditure is as follows: 
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Hence, therefore, it appears that the 


groſs product of theſe 32 millions of 
acres, amounts, on an average, to 21. 58. Gd. 
per acre. The uſual calculation for the 
rental of England and Wales, has been 20 
millions ; but not including Scotland, as 
Mr. Pulteney does, who values the rental 
of that kingdom at nothing, becauſe it 
ays nothing (or nearly the ſame) to the 
and tax. it muſt ſtrike every man con- 
verſant in huſbandry, that a rental of 20 
millions muſt probably produce much 
more than 72 millions; for the idea of 
three rents, which is much above a hun- 
dred years old, has been long exploded. 
Our farmers could not exiſt a ſingle 
year, with no more than ſuch a pro- 
duce. a 
By the ſame enquiries it appears, that 
the total capital employed in huſbandry, 
amounts to 122,125,9794. The annual 


* 


paring the food with the cattle on the average farm, 
there appears to be a ſuperfluity equal to this amount. 
There are ſeveral articles for ſale omitted, as muſt 
ſtrike any attentive reader, ſuch as colts, fillies, horſes, 
&c, nor is any notice taken of gardens, hops, 
orchards, wood, carraway ſeeds, hemp, flax, liquo- 
rice, &c, &c. ti 


Rent 
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Rent — —7 19, 200, 000 
Tythes 1 — — 0,250,000 
Poor Rates * — — 1,026, 66e 
Other pariſh charges — — 310,000 


189,428 Men Servants, at 171. gs, — 05,517 
112,143 Maid ditto, at 8 J. gs. — 1 
98,529 Boys, at 91. 125. — 945,877 
„887 Regular Labourers, at 78. 5d. - 7,054,009 
xtra labour, a fourth — — 1,703,502 
Total labour 14, 0 16, 503“. | 


27,610 Draught Cattle, at J. 125. — 7,049,836 
o artizans, for wear and tear, at 71. per 


head of Draught Cattle 6,493,270 
250 Barley — 1,152,764 
Oats — 829,434 
Peaſe & Beans — 819,912 
Turneps — 81,803 
Clover 490,770 
— _ $8359 
Grofs Product = — 1 
Expenditure — — 60, 331,644 


Farmer's Profit — — 12,495,183 


„ This article has been actually aſcertained by the re- 
turns to parliament, which amounted to (. 1799-3103 
but the return is incomplete, as many pariſhes did not 
obey the order of the Houſe of Commons. Perhaps it is 
pardonable to obſerve, that the above calculation came 
nearer to the truth, than any other that has appeared in 


"rint, | . 
Which 


e 
Which on the capital of 122 millions is 
104 per cent. This profit, I think, is 
very low; but the houſe-keeping of their 
families is to be added to it, fince they 
will univerſally live out of their farms 
without thinking in any detail whatever, 
of valuing their own conſumption 
a remark that holds the truer, as the 
board of all their ſervants is charged 
among their expences, which, for the 


ſame reaſon, perhaps, in ſtrict accuracy, 
the whole ought not to be. 


There is another article of land pro- 


duct very generally overlooked, and that 
is the landlord's receipt for timber. It is 


a conſiderable article; but there are no 
data for calculating the amount. I have 
gone over ſome incloſed eſtates, upon 
which it amounts to +ths per cent. on the 
value, and not remarkably well managed: 
if it comes over the whole, to 4th per 
cent. on the value of the rental, at 25 
years purchaſe, it will amount to 
£. 1,200,000 a year. The rental of c1- 
ties and towns do not come into this 
calculation. It has been ſuppoſed to a- 
mount to 2 millions. Perhaps the in- 
come of mines in rent and labour, if 
known, would not be leſs than 2 mil- 
lions more, _ | 


Income 


(an } 


Income of landlord's rent 19,200,000 | £ 
Timber 1,200,000 
Mines - 2,000,000 
Houſes = 2,000,000 
TY — —— 24,400,000 
Of farmers - . 12,495,183 
——— Of the clergy from tythes— 6,250,000 
—— Of the idle poop = 1,926,666 
Of the labouting poor 14,016,503 
— Of Artizans* <- -—< = _ 4,000,000 


Total from land - - = — 


It is impoſſible to- aſcertain what the 
value of manufacturing labour and pro- 
fit amount to; the only datum I recol- 
lect at preſent, is that of wool. In the 
two journeys, from which I drew theſe 
particulars, the average fleece of wool 
is 25. 6d. at which price the total is 
L. 3,198,651. Now I have. been inform- 
ed, by woollen manufacturers, - that the 
value of labour beſtowed on the raw 
wool, in all our fabrics, on an average, is 
as 14 to 10: if fo, the amount will be 
L. 4,478, 111. This, however, does not 
agree with the average of five other ac- 
counts, which make it 7 millions. 1 
ſhall therefore ſuppoſe it 5: and then 
ON. $55: F 


\'® Thetoral is near 61 willions : bad an allowance; is 
made for the raw ma: erials, ſuch as iron, leather, tim- 


ber, &6.. 
there 
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there will be ample reaſon for believing 
the computation much beneath the truth ; 
for I find, that ſo long ago as 1737, our 
export of woollen goods amounted to 
L. 4, 158,643. 17 5.* which was an export 
(according to the proportion of 14 to 
10) of Iabour only, to the amount of 
L. 2,970,460. The trade is probably in- 
creaſed ſince that period; and if we add 
all the home conſumption, the total la- 
bour muſt be above 5 millions. + I have 
more than once heard perſons declare in 

arhament, who had opportunities of 
information, that our hardware was the 
greateſt manufacture the kingdom poſ- 
ſeſſed; if this aſſertion is to be credited, 
we have, in two fabrics only, to the a- 


* Smith's Memoirs of Wool. + That the 
proportion of 14 to 10 is much under the truth, will 
probably be thought, from the under written quota- 
T10Nns. | 

% Wool manufactured into broad cloths, camb- 
lets, ferges, hoſe, &c. on a moderate computation 
one ſort with another, will employ in labour, to 
« the amount of 35. 44. per Ib.” Conſequences of 
Trade, 1740, p. 12. 

« Wool at 94. per ">: rough in the Norwich ma- 
c nufactory, made into the ſtuffs called ſattins, be- 
comes worth 33. 64. and in the beſt fabrics, near 
« 45. 44.” Complaints of the Manufacturers, 1752. 

A pack of ſhort wool employs 63 perſons a 
«© week; and one of long ditto, 202 a week, whoſe 
„wages amount to 43/7. 103.“ GChambers's Did. 
Art. Wool. 
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mount of 10 millions a year. If all other 
manufactures, ſuch as flax, hemp, leather, 
porcelane, paper, glaſs, filk, cotton, 
with all the ſmaller ones, double that 
amount, .the total of manufacturing in- 
come will then be 20 millions. 

| In order to complete the detail of na- 
tional income, that of commerce 1s a 
great article, the extent and value of 
which may be gueſſed from the groſs cuſ- 
toms. But let us ſuppoſe, that this ar- 
ticle, including the whole profit of the 
Eaſt Indies, and united with all other 
branches of income, not ſpecified in this 
account, ſhould amount to 17 millions, 
the general account would then be, 


Land — — — 63,000,000 
Manufactures — — 20,000,000 
Commerce, &c. — 17,000,000 


L. 100,000,000 


And perhaps curious men, who amuſe 
themſelves with ſuch calculations, will 
not conceive the total income of England 
and Wales leſs than this. — I know fo 
little of Scotland, that I recollect no 
. other mode of calculating the addition, 


than 


( 35 ) 
than Mr. Pulteney's, of 71. 105. per 
head : 1,350,000 at that rate, make juſt 


10,125,000 J. we may call it, in all, one 
hundred and ten millions. 


If our preſent taxes, including the 
expence of collection, amount to 13 mil- 
lions, * it is 12 per cent. on that income. 

D 2 That 


lh — — 


_” 


* In the year 1774, the public revenue was near- 
ly as follows : 


Cuſtoms — Ss $ 
Collecting — — 300.000 | 
— 2, 300, oco 
Exciſe — — 5, Goo, ooo 
Collecting — — 388, ooo 
— — 5008, ooo 
Malt — — — 613, oco 
Collecting — — 41,250 
—— 654,250 
Land tax — — 2,000,000 
Collecting — — 10,000 
— 2,010,000 
10,872,250 
82 2 and malt, amount 
to . 8,862,250. Suppoſe mer- 
LI and Rs Aurora add 12 s 1,063,479 
| per cent. on the advance, it is 
11,935,720 


Which leaves above a million for the late taxes, col- 
lecting and advance on them. There are, however, 
calculations which have puſhed it much higher. The 
following was the Earl of Stair's eſtimate. 


Sums 
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That the prices of commodities riſe very 
much, in conſequence of taxes, 1s un- 
doubted ; but that this 1s always an evil, 
there 1s great reaſon to queſtion. I con- 
ſider the fact, that cheapneſs of all neceſ- 
ſaries being hurtful to national induſtry, 
as fully and completely eftablifhed.---- 
The controverſy has employed the ableſt 


pens, . and ought now to be taken as an 


Sums levied on the Britiſh ſubject in the year 1774. 


National debt and charges L. 4,445,856 
Charges on long and lite annuities = 8,000 
Civil lift - - - - - - $800,000 
Revenue of Cornwal, Lancaſter, Wales, . 


and Scotch crown revenues — - _200,0C0 
„ 2 Dn. = = 150,000 
Sinking fund - - - 2,976,382 
Coinage ese I 5,000 
Intereſt and Management on the equiva— 
lent to , - - 2 5 10,600 
Improvement of Scotch fiſheries and ma- ! 
— ß aa RE: - - * 
8,607,838 
Management and collection on that 
ſum, at 10 per cent. - 860,800 
Fees and perquiſites - - =- - Foo, ooo 


Mun 200, ooo 
Land and Malt land 3s. - — -— 2,250,000 


Total 12,418,638 


Much of this, however, is only by e/{imation ; nor is 


it perfectly ſatisfactory to take the receipt of one part, 
and the diſburſement of another, out of both to form 
the income. 


argument 
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argument decided—ſome degree of dear- 
neſs is therefore beneficial : that taxes 
may carry 1t too high, nobody can doubt 
That they have yet carried it too high 
in England is queſtionable. While there 
is any degree of underſtanding in admi- 
niſtration, the exceſs is not greatly to be 
apprehended; for when the prudent limit 
is paſſed, taxes ceaſe to be 3 
productive, by conſumption leſſening, and 
then to zncreaſe duties is to fink the re- 
venue. — 

I apprehend there are not many well 
informed perſons, who will be apt to 
think the total of 110 millions income 
inſufficient to bear a permanent burthen 
of 13 millions, and yield beſides, a tem- 
porary one of 8. If the miniſter wiſhed to 
ph 8 millions this year, we may bevery 
ſure, as paſt accumulation comes on him, 
future neceſſities cannot be leſs. In one 
paſſage, Mr. Pulteney remarks that 7 
millions additional would be ſufficient 
to carry on the war with economy. As to 
uniting war with ceconomy, it appears 
to be a merely ſpeculative idea ; an 1deal 
poſſibility but effectively impracticable. 
To borrow 7 millions this year, wanting 
8, and ſuppoſe that 7 F ad annum would 
do for the remainder of the war, 1s con- 
trary to all the experience of ages : every 

| n war 


tion ? 


1688, Supplies 


1689 
1690 
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war has grown more and more expenſive 
as it advanced. Does the economy of 
the 2 age juſtify ſuch an expecta- 


& 
2, 908,680 
3,668,191 
655 255 
3,676, 077 
4,017,080 
5,549,087 
4,882,712 
5„537˙853 


5,520,078 
8,237,210 


48,653,823 


2,886, 536 
4,380, o45 
355357457 
4,005,309 
4.717, 48 

5,075, 48 
$,941,041 


- $5,926,349 


6,563,138 
6,425,268 


14,3/0,744 
6,071,386 


70,499,882 
1739 


1739 


1740 
1741 
1742 
1743 
1744 
1745 
1746 
1747 
1748 


1755 
1756 
1757 
1758 
1759 
1700 
1761 


From 1688 to 1697, if the 
the peace eſtabliſhment, be 
reckoned at /}, 
there was raiſed extraordi- 


nary, for King William's 
war 


D 4 


L. 2,500,000 


3.874, 76 
5,017,651 
5.723, 537 
5,912,453 
6,283,537 
6,462,902 
7,088,35 
9,402,97 
10,059, 104 
8,082, 409 


67,907,030 


— —m—m—_— 


— 7,229,117 


8,350,325 
10, 486, 457 
12,749, 860 
I 5,503,504 
19,0i6,119 
18,299,153 


92,234,595 


ws 
— 


From 


of as 


From 1500 to 1711, reckon-) 
ing the peace eſtabliſhment | _ 

at . 3,000,000, there was $34,499,882 
raiſed, extra for the queen's | 
PPTP ie. 

From 173% to 1745, the 

eace eſtabliſhment at 

. Zoo, o, there was 345977830 
fe, extra for that war 

From 1755 to 1761, the} 
peace eſtabliſhment at \ 6 

L. 4,000,000, there was 4,234,595 
raiſed, extra for that war) 


&: 


This table may convince us of the ut- 
ter improbability of any war growing 
leſs expenſive as it advances, and alſo 
may give us ſome idea of the 1mmenſe 
and almoſt boundleſs expence that 1s ne- 
ceſſary to carry on any war. It is me- 
lancholy to reflect that the expence of 
the two laſt wars in this table, which a- 
mount to /. 99,141,025, was incurred 
totally on account of thoſe colonies at 
preſent in obedience to the Congreſs—all 
the expence of the preſent war 1s to be 
carried to the ſame account. If the whole 
amounts to leſs than 150 millions, we 
ſhall be well off, which may be reckoned 
the ſum we have ſunk to cultivate Ame- 

rican 
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rican deferts for others to reap the harveſt : 


at 51. an acre, it would have improved 


zo millions of acres of our own territory, 
which are, perhaps, all the waſtes in the 
three xingdoms. | 

A want of capacity in the nation, to 
pay temporary additional burtheris can 
never be urged with truth ; but the diffi- 
culty, nevertheleſs, of coming by taxes at 
ſuch an amount, would certainly be great 
though never to be conſidered as ariſing 
to an impoſſibility, unleſs by the free, 
chearful, and gratuitous offer of the peo- 
ple. It ſhould be remembered that 
the additional ſum ought, in no re- 
ſpea, to be conſidered as a payment 


without return. — It would be a very 


conſiderable return to have done with 
money lenders ; by which means, the vaſt 
ſums hoarded by bankers, would pre- 
ſently ſpread over the kingdom, and ani- 
mate every ſpecies of induſtry. Land, 
inſtead of felling from 20 to 25 years pur- 
chaſe, would riſe from 27 to 32. Mort- 
gages would no longer be ruinous, and 
the 3 per cents. would be at leaſt at 88, as 
they were four years ago. Add to this, the 
ſplendid figure the nation would make in 
the eyes of- all the world. Her enemies 
would be abaſhed—and her friends tr1- 
umph; whatever views France and the 


Congreſs 
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Congreſs may have founded on the expec- 
tation of our bankruptcy, would be over- 
turned in a fingle budget —and more 
done towards an advantageous peace, 
than could be contributed by many vic- 
tories. 

If, therefore, theſe immenſe effects 
could be produced through the common 
medium of taxation, it would, more than 
any other meaſure whatever, revive the 
national luſtre and importance. If the 
general income be 110 millions—or 100 
millions clear of immediate taxation, 7 
per cent. on every man's clear income 
would do it.—In the famous contribu- 
tion in Holland to the neceſſities of the 
ſtate, on oath, the ſums paid by every 
man were unknown. 'The reaſon was evi-. 
dent,—to keep ſecret the circumſtances 
of individuals. — Perhaps there may be 
reaſons for doubting, if not of the pro- 
friety, at leaſt of the neceſſity, of that con- 
duct. Poſſibly were ſuch a meaſure 
adopted in England, (and it certainly 
would be, of all others, the faireſt and 
moſt equal tax) it might be better to keep 
regiſters of every man's name and con- 
tribution ; and let it be known before- 
hand, that thoſe regiſters ſhould be pub- 
liſhed. I ſee no material miſchief from 
this, but on the contrary ſome advan- 


tages, 
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tages. Thoſe who traded, or ſpeculated 
beyond their capacity, would be diſcover- 
ed, but where the harm of that ? If it was 
an injury to thoſe who wiſhed to deceive— 
it would be a benefit to thoſe who eſcaped 
deception. And what good conſequences 
can reſult from one man's being ignorant 
of another's circumſtances, I know not; 
but many would probably flow from the 
univerſal truth being open. The tax would 
probably be productive to the expected 
amount, if public; but if private, that 
might be doubtful : poſſibly a penalty on 
a falſe entry and payment would be prefer- 
able to an oath—unleſs that oath ran on- 
ly that the quota depoſited were not leſs 
than, &c.—which would leave an opening 
for vanity to operate in favour of the pub- 
lic. At the ſame time that ſuch a mea- 
ſure was embraced, it ſhould be under- 
ſtood, that the deficiency of ſuch a tax 
ſhould be inſtantly made good by others. 
A contribution of that ſort could not 
extend to the labouring poor, unleſs in 
the form of an exciſe of ſo much a day, 
on the receipt of their labour, which 
would not be proper. Other taxes muſt 
therefore be had recourſe to, or the con- 
tribution raiſed higher than 7 per cent. 
The deficiency, however, might be made 

good out of the poor rates. 


National 
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Nationald ifficulties may, perhaps, force 
adminiſtration to meddle with the land- 
tax; if ſuch an event happened, it may, 
be ſuppoſed that it would be ſo arranged, 
as to anſwer the purpoſe of equalizing 
the preſent aſſeſſment, or producing four 
millions, which would be 45. in the 
pound fairly paid. , * 
I cannot but conceive that the greateſt 
evil which would attend an additional 
burthen on land, would be the gradual 
annihilation of all the gentlemen in the 
kingdom of very ſmall landed eſtates, and 
this would be attended with more miſ- 
chief than may at firſt be apparent; 
agriculture is very much ſupported and 
improved by them -they have all ſome 
land in their hands---and it is they that 
introduce and extend improvements. The 
great landlords, who have already ſwallow- 
ed up numbers, and if new land taxes were 
laid, would devour the reſt, by ſpending 
eight months of the year in London, have 
neither the taſte, habit, knowledge. nor 
inclination for it; and if they do con- 
deſcend to trifle in this way, it 1s chiefly 
for a ſubject of converſation, doing little 
more good to their too extenſive proper- 
ty, than reſults from the conſumption of 
Burgundy at the ſame time, It 1s only 
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44 
by political arithmetic, that the infinite 


conſequence of ſeemingly trifling im- 


provements 1s ſeen. One peck increaſe 


per acre, in all the wheat of England, be- 


comes an object of magnitude to the 
State—an ounce of wool 1s no trifle, 


when extended to above 20 millions of 


ſheep. It would be an advantage of 
many millions a year te England, if beans 


were ſubſtituted for a fallow on all the 


ſtrong wet lands of the kingdom. The 
extenſion of improvements depends not 
on the great, who glitter at aſſemblies 
and ſhine at levees; it 1s that claſs of 
gentlemen who can ill afford a land tax, 
to whom agriculture 1s indebted, I have 
made this obſervation over the whole 
kingdom, and likewiſe remarked, that the 
huſbandry of their tenants 1s better, pro- 
bably becauſe their. rents are higher. 
Ceaſe, therefore, erroneouſly to condemn 
improvement under the title of the union 
of little farms -and direct your com- 
plaints where the evil is real, the union 
not of farms but eſtates. 

Poor rates might certainly be made 
gradually to contribute a million: Mr. 
Pulteney's obſervations on exciſing tea, 
ſugar, tobacco, wine, ſpirits, and malt, 
have probably ſo much truth, that a mil- 
8 lion 


1 * 
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lion might be raiſed in that way. Ex- 
ciſes are by much the faireſt, moſt 
equal, and leaſt burthenſome of all taxes 
—they are even paid voluntarily: not 
a ſhilling is contributed, but in propor- 
tion to the free conſumption. The 
Dutch, who have been deſervedly eſteem- 
ed the wiſeſt nation in Europe, in all 
matters of taxation, have been enabled to 
preſerve their induſtry under burthens, 
of which we have no experience. and 
{carcely any conception, principally by 
their having adopted this mode of taxa- 
tion. Very little reaſon, therefore, have 
thoſe ingenious men, the Aconomiſtes, in 
France, for their enmity to this ſpecies of 

contribution to the public. * And I ſhall 


poſſibly 


— 


— 


— — 
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* Monſ. Frevilie, who has done me the honour of 
tranſlating the firſt part of this work into French, is 
an enthuſiaſtic enemy to all exciſes he has added 
many notes in defence of the doctrine of the OEcons- 
 miftes, one of which he begins, MAonſ. Young deuroit rou- 
gir de ſe faire Papologi/ie de Vimpit ſur les conſemmations, 
ampit injuſte inique, barbare. The fame gentleman 
tranflated my Tours ; and | may be n perhaps, 
if I obſerve that tranſlations of all performances of 
that kind ſhould be exact. M. Freville has too much 
88 for tranſlation: he has made me ſpeak in a 

ile much ſuperior to my own ;. but whether m 
huſbandry is improved, may be queſtionable, In the 
Political Arithmetich, ſuch alterations are made that in 
ſame paſſages I hardly recognized myſelf ; and from 
inattention to all citations, M. Pinto, author of the 
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poſſibly be pardoned, for ſuppoſing that 
it might be an eye to the ſituation of 
Scotland, that induced both Lord Kames 
and Dr. Smith, to write ſo much in favour 
of land taxes, and in ſome meaſure to 
condemn exciſes. The latter extend fair- 
ly to that kingdom ; but all the world 
knows upon what a WN it pays the 
former. In the period of conſidering 
ſuch exertions, a determination would 
probably be taken to revive the duty on 
cyder, which was repealed by a Wor- 
ceſterſhire chancellor of the exchequer. 
Why the common draught of one part of 
the Hoes ſhould not be taxed, as well 
as that of all the reſt, I do not remember 
any very ſolid reaſons being given. The 
miniſter has made a beginning wit 
horſes, and very wiſely laid his tax on 
thoſe that are well able to bear it. When- 
ever every nerve comes to be ſtrained, this 
will n 6 be extended. There are 
goo, ooo uſed in agriculture, for which 
oxen are much better adapted. A tax of 


Eſſai fur le Credit, wrote to a friend of mine, at Lon- 
don, that the world muſt have recourſe to the dates 
of our publications, to know which of us was the 
plagiariſtz ariſing from M. Freville working a long 
note into the text, and leaving out the reference, [ 
cannot, however, omit returning my acknowledg- 
ments to that gentleman, for the many handſome 
things he has much too liberally added in my favour. 
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10s. a horſe would be beneficial if it lef- 
ſened the number in favour of oxen ; and 
if it did not, would raiſe C. 450,000. As 
to other horſes, we may calculate that to 
5o millions a year of income, there are 
two horſes kept on an average to every 
L£.500 a year, which would make the 
number 200,000, and raiſing . ioo, ooo a 
year, would make the horſe-tax 5 50, oool. 
ſuppoſe half a million. 

It muſt, however, be always remem- 


| bered that for every new tax laid, a de- 


duction from the national income muſt 
be made. Thus if four millions and an 
half were raiſed in the manner I have 
juſt ſketched, it would not, perhaps, be 
wrong to ſuppoſe the general income leſ- 
ſened 10 millions: not that this could 
by any means really be the caſe; but 
difficulties in the collection increaſe, 
when the great total of taxes riſes very 
high. Suppoſe it, therefore, go, in- 
ſtead of 100; and deduct from that 40, 
for the income of labouring poor, there 
would remain 530 taxable by a contribu- 
tion of ſo much per cent. Fifty millions, 
at 7 per cent, would produce 3+ mul- 
lions. Let us therefore ſee the reſult 
of our budget. 


Land 
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Land Tax — — — 2,000,000 
Wine, Spirits, Sugar, Tobacco, Malt 1,000,000 
Horſes — Foo, ooo 
7 per cent. on 50 Millions — 3, Foo, ooo 


7,000,000 


Poor Rate — — — — 


I can eaſily imagine the phlegm with 
which experienced readers can conſider 
ſuch ideas as theſe, and with how much 
contempt others may treat them, as be- 
ing at beſt but the dreams of arithmetic. 
—] admit this, and feel that there may 
be, and probably is, a great deal of truth 
in it; but I am old enough to remem- 
ber that circumſtances, which we ſee ac- 
tually in review before us, were once ob- 
jects of ſpeculation in thoſe who were, 
for that very reaſon, objects of contempt 
to others. Iinſtance two taxes, which the 
— 5 period has brought, ſervants and 

orſes, repeatedly propoſed by cloſet poli- 
ticians, and as repeatedly ridiculed by every 
man who was or wiſhed to appear con- 
nected with office. Who in the height of 
the laſt war, when we were borrowing 12 
millions a year, would have believed it 
bannt that in a future one, (with the 

urthen of that ſucceſsful but expenſive pe- 


E riod 
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riod on the nation's back) a miniſter would 
talk in parliament of raifing the ſup- 
plies within the year? Events ariſing ſo 
contrary to expectation, ſhould cool the 
freedom with which every new propoſal 
is too apt to be treated. Whatever may 
be the Fate of our preſent unhappy war, 
its continuance muſt inevitably torce ad- 
miniſtration to have done with the fund- 
ing ſyſtem ; and then whether they chuſe 
horſes or tobacco, or cyder or malt, 1s 
not of the conſequence that hangs to the 
article of poor rates.—That enormous 
tax is raiſed at preſent to cramp our in- 
duſtry in the application, contrary to 
every other, which uſually are pernicious 
only in the collechion. To apply it there- 
fore in any other way, would be a na- 
tional benefit. | 
Before I lay down the pen, there is 
one paſſage in Mr. Pulteney's pamphlet, 
which, I think, tends to diſſeminate a 
doctrine, that appears to me to carry a 
variety of miſchievous principles in it 
he found it in Dr. Sith: “ It has been 
very clearly demonſtrated, by Dr. Smith, 
* the ingenious author of The Inquiry in- 
to the Nature and Cauſes of the Wealth of 
Nations, that the waſte of public trea- 


„ ſure, by great fleets and armies, though 
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* the whole of the money were to be 
*«* ſpent at home, muſt prove pernicious 
* and deſtructive ; nay, that it would be 
* almoſt as much ſo then, as when they are 
* maintained at an equal expence abroad. 
% That in both caſes the national flock is 
* equally diminiſhed. — Theſe ſerious truths 
will now no longer, I preſume, admit of | 
e diſpute.” P. 21. If they will no longer N 
admit it, then there is a ſtrange per- 
verſity of apprehenſion in my intellects, 
But this is not the only paradoxical pro- 
nay of that ingenious theoriſt, who 

aving reſided ſome time abroad, ſeems 
to have adopted, from the French, their 
ſyſtematic turn. 

The art of politics turns, perhaps, 
more than any other art, upon the 
ſimpleſt of all propoſitions. Literary 
ingenuity has contrived to give a com- 
plexity to the moſt ſimple of theſe, and 
to involve very plain propoſitions in a 
multiplicity of combinations : the genius 
of Mr. Hume ſhone in nothing ſo ſtrong 
as ſimplifying the principles of politics ; 
and his * have, for that reaſon, at- 
tained a popularity which will never at- þ 
tend the more laboured performances of 'q 
his other however ingenious countrymen, = 
who have written on thoſe ſubjects. Dr. 

ns E 2 Smith's 


— as vac ai 


(. $2 }) 

Smith's work is not before me, “ but I 
have no doubt of Mr. Pulteney's accuracy 
of repreſentation. No diſtinction between 
the expenditure of the public money abroad 
and at home ! It ſo, miniſters may ſend 
the caſh of the kingdom to Jericho, and 
do no more miſchief than if they ſpent 
it in Northumberland. 

Let A. repreſent government; B. agri- 
culture; C. commerce; D. manufacture; 
E. landlords; F. farmers; G. the poor. 
Suppoſe this little community of ſix poſ- 
ſeſs each an income of 100 J. a year, or 
600 J. in all. A. ſays to them, you mult 
pay 72/. a year for my ſupport, which is 
12 J. each. Now it is very evident, that 
if A. annually locks up or buries 36 J. a 
year, or remits it abroad, that in about 
ſeventeen years he will have drawn the 
whole wealth of the ſociety, and they will 
be utterly incapable of paying him one 
ſhilling more, unleſs they have ſome for- 
eign extraordinary ſupply. But on the 
contrary, ſuppoſe A. inſtead of locking 
up or remitting his revenue, ſpends 1t 
among his ſix friends, is it not very clear 
that they may then perpetually continue 


— 


If my books were not at preſent upon the high 
ſeas, I ſhou!d be able to render this haſty ſæetch more 
worthy of the notice of the public, 
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to pay him his 72 J. a year; ſince it is 
then nothing but a reacting payment 
and receipt—and this is the whole of cir- 
culation, upon which ſo many volumes 
have been written. The parallel to the 
conduct of a nation 1s exact; for the 
foreign trade, and a favourable ballance, 
enable the ſubjects of a great empire to 
pay the amount of taxes: notwithſtand- 
ing their expenditure in other countries, 
yet inevitably muſt the weight of thoſe 
taxes be felt proportionably to the want 
of that reacting circulation. In the ſame 
manner, as a tenant will pay his rent 
with much more eaſe, when his land- 
lord's houſhold, horſes, and hounds, con- 
ſume half the products of his farm. The 
expenditure of taxes at home, 1s the cre- 
ation of a market at home inſtead of a- 
broad ; and thoſe politicians, who tell us 
that this 1s of no conſequence to the na- 
tional welfare, ought to have powers of 
eloquence great enough to dazzle and 
confound the human underſtanding, be- 
fore they venture to aſſert doctrines that 
ſeem to cut up common ſenſe by the 
root. 

It 1s this circumſtance of circulation 
that renders taxes ſupportable—and it 1s 
upon this very point that would depend 
the poſſibility of Mr. Pultency's ſcheme 
| E 3 of 
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of raiſing the A within the year. 
He even appears ſenſible of this almoſt in 
the ſame page that he commends an author 
for the direct contrary declaration; for 
he remarks that the inſtallments, by 
which a great contribution from the ſub- 


ject ſhould be received, ought to be pay- 


able at proper intervals, and ſbould ſucceed 
the regular iſſues from the treaſury, and 
bank FOR THE PUBLIC SERVICES, or the 
payment of intereſt on the flocks. Why 
chuſe ſuch periods, 1f the expenditure 
of the amount of, taxes among ourſelves 
is a point of no conſequence ? The eaſe 
of paying great taxes all depends on the 
rapidity of circulation. The identical 
guineas paid you by your tenants laſt 
chriſtmas, will come into your hands 
again at midſummer, having in the in- 
terim equipped a fleet, or paid an army. 
Raiſing 8 millions additional, therefore, 
by taxes, would be a burthen bearable or 
grievous, according to the expenditure 
of the money: if it went to Hambro 
or Bremen for the payment of German ar- 
mies or ſubſidies, we ſhould very ſoon 
be exhauſted. On the contrary, if it was 
expended in the equipment of our fleets, 
and in the arrangement of our home 


eſtabliſhment, the nation, without any 


great 


(38 } 


reat and unforeſeen calamities, might 
upport the weight for ſeveral years. The 
doctrine, therefore, which confounds theſe 
caſes, ſuppoſing it could ever have influ- 
ence in the conduct of affairs, would 
prove the moſt pernicious to the people 
of any that ever was broached. 

There 1s another opinion, which ap- 
pearing to me erroneous, I ſhall venture 
a few remarks on it. Since theſe Ameri- 
can troubles, I have heard them lamented 
in parliament as a cauſe of the depopu- 
lation of England, from the number 
fought off on that continent. Monſ. Pinſo 
alſo, in his Eſſay on Circulation, repeated- 
ly ſpeaks of wars as cauſes of depopula- 
tion; and 1s an inſtance of that want of 
diſcrimination with which he reproaches 
other writers. In truth, one cannot move 
a ſtep in political arithmetic, without 
ſeeing the futility of general rules ; ex- 
ceptions and diſtinctions are to be made 
every moment, or our labours muſt be 
full of errors. It is ſaid that wars are 
cauſes of depopulation. Under certain 
circumſtances they are; under other cir- 
cumſtances they are not. The mere loſs 
of men is, in moſt caſes, to be ſet quite 
out of the queſtion ; but if wars are the 
occaſion of ſuch meaſures within the 
ſtate, as cauſe a diminution of employment, 
E 4 certainly 
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certainly they depopulate : not by killing 
the men that go abroad, but by prevent- 
ing thoſe from living that ſtay at home. 
If this explanation is accepted, then it 
will be more proper to ſay, that ill-ad- 
viſed or ercelllys taxes, or a bad govern- 
ment, diminiſh the people, rather than 
war; becauſe the effect would as certain- 
ly attend ſuch cauſes in time of profound 
peace. Probably the late war greatly leſ- 
ſened the people of France, but certainly 
it had no ſuch effect in England: in one 
country, the exertions made cut off the 
ſource of induſtry; in the other, induſ- 
try was never hurt. | 

Had one tenth of the money raiſed for 
the war in England, by exciſes, been raiſ- 
ed by a tythe or land rent proportioned 
to the produce, the kingdom would have 
been more depopulated by one campaign 
than by fifty at preſent. 

Hence, therefore, evils ſnould be attri- 
buted to their proper cauſes, and depo- 
pulation, owing to a bad internal admi- 
niſtration, not annexed to wars. 

But let me add another remark. Sup- 
poſe a country to prepare for her firſt 
campaign, by raiſing money by ſuch in- 
judicious taxes as threw great numbers 
out of employment; the enſuing cam- 
paign, by cutting off thoſe men, whoſe 


death 


C03 

death made way for others becomin 
induſtrious, would be a benefit inſtead 
of a miſchief to population, When 
once the ſtate 1s in a train of taxation, 
which has the effect of rendering induſ- 

trious people idle; or feels the ſame ef- 
fect from commercaal loſſes, or ſtoppages 
of manufactures, then the mere King 
of men 1s no loſs : upon the principle, 
that the loſs of a man 1s a much better 
thing for population than the poſſeſſion 
of a man without the means of induſtri- 
ous 7 wks 

I am ſtating a principle, and not guard- 
ing againſt objections. I know it ma 
be ſaid, that the man you have made 1dle 
by a tax, may not be the man that will 
inliſt ; but taken in general, the greateſt 
number of thoſe that enliſt would, in 
ſuch a caſe, probably come from the ſtarv- 
ing claſs. However, if one branch of po- 
licy had the effect of rendering a portion 
of the people idle, I had rather have a 
correſponding policy co-operating for the 
mere deſtruction of the ſpecies, than that 
the claſs made idle ſnould be conſtantly 
increaſing, and remain a dead weight 
on the induſtrious; and my humanity 
prompts me to this idea, becauſe I ap- 
prehend, population would ſuffer leſs in 
the former than in the latter caſe; but 
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we are apt to be more ſhocked at a regi- 
ment being cut in pieces, than 1000 beg- 
gars ſtarving at the ſame time through- 
out the kingdom. 

In a word, when the maxims of a per- 
nicious government have forced a claſs of 
the people to be idle, the greateſt favour 
you can do them, 1s to arrange them be- 
fore a battery of the enemy's Cannon. 


* * * * F * 


I believe there is no man but will readi- 
ly join Mr. Pulteney in thinking, that the 
preſent period is ſo critical as to demand, 
on every hand, the moſt ſerious attention: 
I ſee, however, very little for ſuch deſpon- 
dency, as to tell us that we mult either 
patch up an immediate peace, or ſee the 
annihilation of the national power and 


importance. As every individual in Ameri- 


ca, that is informed of the offers we have 
made, mult feel in his heart that in reject- 
ing them, the Congreſs rejected the 4 
nels and welfare of their country; we have 
ſurely reaſon to expect that the continu- 
ance of the war will, by muitiplying the 
evils of their ſituation, bring over num- 
bers to a ſenſe of tne felicity they have loſt, 


and the miſeries their obſtinacy may entail, 


They have fought, bled, and ſometimes con- 
quered, 


a 


quered, in order to exchange the mildeſt 
government the world ever knew, for a 
ſtate of tyrannic anarchy, from which a 
deſpotiſm muſt inevitably ſpring. No 
friend of liberty can wiſh to ſee the iron 
chain of conqueſt rivetted on their necks 
—Nnor is there any danger of it; but a 
vigorous and determined perſeverance in 
the war, operating with the common 
ſenſe of the great body of the people in 
America, muſt take them out of the 
power of France, and force them to ac- 
cept thoſe ample offers we have made. 
There does not appear to be any thing 
viſionary in this expectation ; and to ef- 
fect it, the nation would make a very 
fmall ſacrifice, compared to the impor- 
tance of the object, in paying the tem- 
porary taxes neceſſary for the purpoſe. 
From the foundation of the monarchy 
there never was a greater ſtake ; our 
wealth, power, character, fame, perhaps 
exiſtence, depend on the ample ſupport 
of the war : but nothing ſhort of wreſt- 
ing government from the rapacious jaws 
of the money-lenders will do—all ſhort 


of this is a temporizing palliation of the 


evil; but never could effect a radical 
cure, were the government in the hands 
of the wiſeſt and ableſt men that ever 
adorned the annals of the kingdom. 


We 
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We have had but one campaign againſt" 
France, which upon the whole: muſt be' 
eſteemed ſucceſsful ; and, I believe, it is 
the only jir/t year of a French war that 
ever was terminated without our defeat 
and diſgrace. It 1s an old and a true ob- 
ſervation, that we have always been long 
in rouzing ; the beginnings of all our 
wars have been languid and feeble. That 
of the ſucceſſion opened with the moſt 
gloomy proſpects ; nor did the ſcale turn 
for a moment till the battle of Blenheim. 
In 1739 40, &c. the debates within doors 
and the publications without, were all 
employed on our ill ſucceſſes, and the 
miſconduct of the war. The events of 
1759 and 7, are in our memory two of 
the moſt diſgraceful years that caſt a 
ſhade upon our annals. Our impotence 
in the dawn of a quarrel was conſp1- 
cuous enough in the preſent war ; but 
we have had three campaigns to 1n- 
ſpirit us: and the two great operations 
of 'the laſt, with which France open- 
ed the war, terminated in nothing but 
flight and diſgrace. Her channel fleet, 
the reſult of the moſt immenſe exertions, 
fitted out as it ſhould ſeem for the inva- 
ſion of this realm, and the demolition 
of our commerce, ſhamefully fled before 
Mr. Keppel, took refuge in port, and * 

their 


. 
their own trade to the molt ſignal deſtruc- 
tion. Their great effort from Toulon, 
under count D*E//aing, who was, IJ re- 
member, to fweep Lord Howe from the 
American ocean, * and then full like thunder 
on Jamaica, F ended much worſe than the 
other; for he quarrelled with America 
inſtead of aſſiſting her, loſt the impor- 
tant iſland of St. Lucia, fled before an 
inferior fleet, and, inſtead of being the 
thunderbolt of ruin, is blocked up in 


port, not daring to face the enemy he 


was ſo to have deſtroyed. 

I will venture to ſay, that if our naval 
operations had taken ſuch a turn, the 
whole kingdom would have been in an 
uproar, and miniſters would have been 
told to take care of their heads. Hither- 
to, therefore, our French war gives us 
no cauſe to deipond : our enemy, after 
the immenſe excrtions which produced 
two ſuch fleets to anſwer no one pur- 
poſe but F He have much greater 
reaſon for diſcontent—they have experi- 
enced a beginning of ill ſucceſs which 
never before attended them; and if they 
find our operations, next year, ſupported 
without the aſſiſtance of a loan, there 1s 


* An expreſſion of Mr. Fox, in the debate on the 
ſailing of the Tul ſquadton. + An expreſſion 
of Mr, Burke's, in the lame debate, 
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( 62 ) 
the utmoſt reaſon to believe they will 
give up the conteſt, by renouncing the 
alliance of America. 

If this deſign 1s thought of ſeriouſly, 
it muſt be before the riſing of parlia- 
ment ; for ſuch an operation of finance 
muſt have at leaſt half a year to act in. 
Part of a loan is paid ſoon after the bud- 

et; but any ſyſtem that had raiſing 
the ſupplies within the year for its ob- 
ject, could ſcarcely produce its effect 
ſpeedily enough, if undertaken after the 
meeting of parliament. Hence, therefore, 
we ſhall not probably ſee any thing of 
this ſort attempted next year, if we do 
not hear ſomething of it this ſeaſon : but 
from the lateneſs of it this is very queſ- 
tionable ; the concluſion, I hope, we may 
draw 1s, that if adminiſtration does not 
ſee greater funds of future credit than are 
commonly thought of, they at leaſt ſee a 
probability of concluding the war that 1s 
not to be claſſed, at preſent, amongſt the 
expectations of the people. 

If, therefore, our countrymen are ac- 
tuated by liberal principles, they will not 
be ready to liſten to tales of ruin end de- 
feat, poverty, depopulation, and bank- 
ruptcy. They will regret the American 
war, and the errors that certainly have 
been committed in the proſecution of it: 


but 


1 

but they will not believe that adminiſtra- 
tion is compoled of a pack of raſcals, 

for whom hanging and beheading are too 
good. The tame liberality of ſentiment 
will teach them to hold in contempt the 
declarations too often made of the proſti- 
tution, faction, and miſchievous deſigns 
of oppoſition ; they will not be ready to 
believe ſo many men of the firſt tortune, 
family, and ability in the kingdom, ac- 
tuated by the baſeſt and moſt unworthy 
motives.—They will reject the dictates of 
party, think for themſelves, and limit 
their cenſure or applauſe to the meaſures, 
not the men. While they keep their 
minds in this freedom from political pre- 
judice, they will be able cooly and with 
deliberation to conſider the conſequences 
of the preſent ſtate of the nation, and 
ſ-e, in all its extent, the neceſſity of the 
moſt vigorous ſupport of government, to 
the effective length of raiſing at leaſt $ mil- 
lions annually by additional taxes. The 
will ſee that this is not to be poſtponed 
till new arrangements of men take place. 
Whatever party or connection in the State 
poſſeſſes the powers of government, the 
muſt be equally ſupported in them. It is 
this only that can render us triumph- 


ant-—it is tllis only that can enſure our 
ſafety. 
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APPENDIX. 
NUMBER I. 


S I have, in the preceding papers, men- 

tioned the expediency of extending hun- 
dred houſes of induſtry throughout the king- 
dom, I ſhall here inſert the accounts of ſome 
of thoſe already eſtabliſhed, that were laid 
before a committee of the Houſe of Commons, 
and which have not to my knowledge been 


publiſhed before. 


Tattington Houſe, near Thſwich, for the 
Hundred of Samford. 


Comprehends twenty-eight pariſhes. 

The furtheſt diſtant from the houſe about 
nine miles. 

It was begun in 1764. 

Inhabited in 1766. 

Outline of the houſe is 155 feet by 190; 
conſiſts of a court built on three ſides, with 
a front wall: the ſquare of the court is 140,4 
by 121,6. Behind this, 1s a court 3o wide, 
190 long, and built almoſt the whole length, 
with offices. 

At ſome diſtance, a peſthouſe. 

Thirty-five acres of land, beſides the ſcite 
of the buildings. 
+ . Capable 
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Capable of receiving 400 people. 

Numbers in it, at an average, 210. 

Their board, by the head, 15. 6 d. per 
week. 

Employed in ſpinning woollen, yarn, hoſe, 
yarn, and woollen cloth for their own uſe. 

Earn about 300 /. per ann. beſides the cloth 

Have meat dinners, with puddings and 
dumplings two days in the week. 


| „ 
The Governor, a clothier by trade - 20 
Ditto for being houſe clerk - 5 50 © 0 
Ditto his wife matron + * 0 
Ditto his 7 children boarded 
Treaſurer $ £4 . - - S100 
Baker, 6s. per week - - - - 15-13 0 
Shoemaker, 8s. per ditto - - -.. 20 19 0 
Taylor, 6s. per ditoo - E 
Schoolmaſter, coming 3 days in a week — 13 © © 
Mantuamaker, 4.s. per week 10 8 0 


Apothecary, for midwifry attendance on the 
houſe, and through the 28 pariſhes 120 


A Clergyman, for ſervice and preaching in 
the chapel once every Sunday, and reading 
prayers once a week, and attending on all 
other religious offices, 35 J. 

Outliving poor, relieved at the diſcretion of 
the directors and guardians, coſt about 500 J. 
per ann, 

Annual income 22621. 195. 11d. 


Principal money borrowed for building, fur- 
niture, and cloaths, 8250 J. at 44 per cent. 


: Money 


( On. 1 


2. d. 
Money paid off ſince October, 1763 750 o © 
Stock in hand in woollen goods - 300 0 © 


1050 © © 
Intereſt on 82501. at 45 - - 371 10 0 
x of laſt two years ſurplus - - e29-. 0.0 


Hence it appears that this houſe now clears 
8961. 105. o d. per year out of the rates, be- 
ſides an abatement that was made by the 
average from the rate of the preceding year, 
though I could not learn the exact proportion, 


Barkham Houſe, near Ipſwich, for the 
 JHunareds of Boſmere and Clayton. 


Comprehends thirty-five pariſhes. 

Was begun in 1763. 

Inhabited in 1766. 

Uſes thirty- eight acres of land. 

Capable of receiving 500 people. 

Numbers 1n it, at an average, 180. 

Board, by the head, rather exceeds 18. 6d. 
per week. | 

_ Employed in ſpinning woollen, yarn, and 
picking of oakham. 

Earned laſt year 250 l. 

Have two meat dinners, with puddings and 
dumplings in a week; and from midſummer 
to michaelmas one of pickled pork, with 
beans or cabbage. 

F 2 The 


— 


80 


1 
The Governor — - = 0 © '6 
Ditto being houſe clerk 10 0 0550 0 © 
His wife matron - F 
Baker, his wife cook — - - „ 
Treaſurer - - - - - 10 10 6 
Nurſe, 2s, 6 d. per week - - 040 0 
Shoemaker, ditto — - - - Res A | BL. 
Houſe apothecary, with every branch of pro- | g R 
feſſion, ſervants ; two ditto riding 2 
173 10 © 


Chaplain, for ſervice and preaching once 
every Sunday, catechizing children once a 
week, and other religious offices, 35 J. Out- 


lying poor, at diſcretion of directors and guar- 
dians, about 250/. per ann. 


Annual income 2561 /. 45. 10d. 


Money borrowed, at 42 per cent. 10,000 J. 
Paid off, ſince Michaelmas, 1768, 1300/7. 


4. 
— 650 


Intereſt on 10, ooo l. at 43 
Paid off in two laſt years 


1100 


n—ä— 


Hence it appears that this houſe clears 
1100 J. per year out of its preſent rates, be- 


ſides a ſuppoſed abatement of average for the 
rate of the preceding year. 


I could not learn that proportion. 


_ Nagon 
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Nacton Houſe, near Ipſwich, for the Hun- 
dreds of Colnies and Carlford. 


Comprehends twenty-eight pariſhes. 

The furtheſt diſtant from the houſe about 11 
miles. 

Was begun in 1755. 

Inhabited in 1758. 

The houfe is half an H outline 128 by 118 
feet; the front fenced with a wall that forms 
a court 100 feet ſquare. 

At proper diſtances, a peſthouſe and other 
out- offices. 

Capable of receiving 200 people. 

Numbers in it, at an average, 150. 

Their board, by the head, per week, full 2s. 

Employed in ſpinning woollen, yarn, and 
hemp, for ſacking, ropes, and cordages. 

Earned laſt year 300 J. viz. 100 J. by wool; 
200 l. by hemp; have three meals of meat per 
week, with pudding or dumpling. 


4.24 
Governor, and his wife, matron - - 50 0 o 
Two daughters boarded = = - - 
Treaſurer = - „„ EN I TT Ws 
Schoolmaſter, teaching to read 3 times per week 12 0 0 
Cᷣ1 AE RE TRE PRO EIN ane , ON 
| Nurſe — — 41 4 0 
Shoemaker, gs. per week, and board — 23 10 O 
Taylor, 6s. ditto - - - . 
Mantuamaker, 3 8. 6d. — 9 2 0 
Houſe ſurgeon and apothecary ; no midwife 40 0 0 
Riding apothecary += | «= =« >. 30 0 
205 16 © 
F 3 A Cler- 
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A Clergyman, for ſervice and ſermon every 
Sunday, catechiſing once per week, and other 


religious offices, 31 J. 105. 
Outlying poor at diſcretion of directors and 


guardians. 
Annual income, 1,487 J. 135. 5 d. 


| 4. 4. 
Money borrowed at 3+ per cent - 2000 : 4800. 
Dio — 4 — - 2809. 
Money paid off in en years - 1300 
Intereſt on 2000 a 33 — 5 
Ditto on 2,800 24 — — 112 
Annual lavings — — 130 


— —ů 


312 
So that it appears that this houſe, indifferent- 
ly managed as it is, clears 300 /. per ann. ber 
ſides a probable reduction of the rates by the 
averages, which I could not get explained. 


Melton Houſe, near Woodbridge, for the 
Hundreds of Loes and Milford. 


Comprehends thirty-three pariſhes. . 

The furtheſt diſtance from the houſe about 
14 miles. Po 
It was begun in 1766. 

Inhabited in 1768. 

Uſes twenty-four acres of land. 

Capable of receiving 400 people. 

Numbers, at an average, 250. 


Their 


C78 -) 
Their board, by the head, about 15. 109d. 
r week. | 
Employed in ſpinning woollen yarn. 
Earned laſt year, net profit, 2641. 14s. 4d. 
Have 2 dinners a week of meat, with pud- 
ding or dumpling. 
Governor, and his wife, matron - -—<  < Pony 
He is alſo allowed a perquiſite from the pack- 


man, of 4 per Ib. of wrought yarn, which 
amounts to more than - - - 10 0 0 


Apothecary to the whole 100 0 0 


L. 150 0 © 
Every other ſervice of the houſe carried on 
by paupers, one of the teachers to read and 
catechize. 


Clergyman, for prayers and ſermon once a 
week, and all other religious offices, 34 J. 
Outlying poor, relieved at diſcretion of di- 


rectors and guardians, coſt about 500 J. per 
year. 


Annual income 2,060 J. 


Having been only two years eſtabliſhed, has 
not yet begun to pay off any of its debt, 


Money borrowed, . 9,500, at 42 
Intereſt on ditto - - — L. 427 19 © 


Which is a clear ſaving out of the rates and 
average ; and as no houſe has been able to pay 
any money off till after the ſecond year, as 
this appears to be pretty well managed, it 1s 
" 61 preſumed, they will ſoon have a ſinking 
uns. -- 


F 4 Bulcamp 


( 72.4) 


Bulcamp Houſe, near Halfworth, for the 
Hundred of Blything. 


Comprehends 47 pariſhes and 6 hamlets. 

It was bwilt in 1763. 

Inhabited in 1766. 

A very large building, ſtands upon 4 acres 
of ground. ; 

Uſes 20 acres of land. 

Capable of receiving 1000 people. 

Numbers in it, at an average, 335. 

Their weekly board, per head, 15. 69. 

Employed in ſpinning woollen, yarn, and 
hemp, and making woollen and linen for their 
own uſe. 

Farned, laſt year, 279/. net, viz. on wool 
g2/. hemp 187 /, beſides manufacturing for 
their own houſe. 

Have 3 meat dinners weekly, with pudding 
or dumpling. 


Governor, his wife, matron - - 60 o o 
Ditto, mote for tea - ATE „ ae yl 
%%% ͤ w Roe BE EE ¾˙ uu 8 I 2 OT. 
Law clerk attending committees - =- 25 © 0 
Houſe clerk „ +». » W606 
Schoolmaſter 2 „ ˙ AY @..0 
Baker and wife - - — - 16 o o 
Taylor — — - =. 06,0 
Shoemaker, a pauper, at 18, 64. per 8. 3 18 © 
Houſe ſurgeon, ke. - 16 F.0 
Five riding ditto, at 20i, each - = 100 © o 
4.0 18 


t 


A Clergyman, for ſervice on Sundays and 
ſermon, prayers once a week, and all other 
religious offices, 35 /. 

Outlying poor, at diſcretion of directors and 
guardians, 200 /. 

Annual income 30847. 125. 8 d. 


Money borrowed, at 4+ per cent. 12, 500 J. 


N. B. 500 J. of this was incurred by damage 
done to the building by a riotous aſſembly. 


E. 1. 

Money paid off ſince June, 17699 800 © o 
Ditto in hand to pay - - - - 600 ©o o 
12 Months intereſt on 12,5001. - - - $562 10 0 
1962 10 0 


Hence it appears, that in 15 months this 
houſe has paid, out of its rates, 1962/. 10s. od. 
Beſides one ſhilling in the pound, the aver- 
age coming to no more than 3s. 6d. whereas 


they generally ſtood at 45s. 64. the preceding 
year. 


15 months board of 335 paupers, at 18. 6d, { 
goes head, per work 1 6 
ditto Servants wages, at 3151. per annum 393 15 © 
ditto Miniſter's ſalary, at 351. per ditto 43 15 © 
ditto Outlying poor, at zool. per ditto - 250 0 0 
ditto Intereſt on the 12,5001. debt - 703 2 6 
Money paid off - „53 „„ 00 0 0 
Ia hand to pay of - < < 600 o o 


15 months pariſh rates, at 3084 J. 12s. 8d. 3855 15 10 
do. on 279). a year earned 348/. 155. od. 348 15 © 


Deficiency 155 9 2 


So 


| 
; 
N 
N 


LS TER 
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So that this money has not been quite ſaved 
in 15 months ſince June, 1769, and may be 
thus accounted for. | 

The firſt hundred then paid off, muſt have 

been ready before that time; and it 1s very 

robable that the number of paupers in the 
houſe, during the laſt fifteen months, may not 
have reached the average number, 335, allow- 
ed for in this calculation: and they are, at 
this time, under 300, Sept. 1770. 
Paid off 1, 300 J. Eaſter, 1771. 


Heckingham Houſe, for the Hundreds of 
- Lodden and Clavering. 


Comprehends forty-two pariſhes. 

Capable of receiving 400 people. 

Number, upon an average, 200.. 

Their board about 127. per week, excluſive 
of coals, 70 chaldron per ann. 

Employed 1n ſpinning yarn. 

Earn about 100 J. per ann. 


4. , d. 
Governor 40 © © 
Clerk „53 1 S 
Baker -. 11 14 0 
Barber - „ 
Schoolmaſter 4 00 o 
Surgeons 80 © o 
Chaplain - =«< 20 0 © 

170 18 © 


Brought 


Neat ſavings 417 J. 9s. beſides ſpinning, May, 1770: 


N. B. The rates have not been lowered, 
being doubtful if ey can be raiſed again. 


Sheep Meadow Houſe, for the Hundred of 


Weinford. 


Comprehends twenty-ſeven pariſhes. 


Numbers, upon an average, 170. 


Governor, Clerk, Baker, Surgeons, Chaplain C. 172 5 © 


Brought over — 170 18 o I 
L. iz weekly expences 624 if 
Overſeers bills -- 10 | 
Governor's diſburſements 40 
Cloathing 3 
Repairs and alterations - 100 
Funeralss 3 
Coaliss — 1-0 a 

—' 1264 o oO 

Intereſt on 7000 l. is 280 0 0 
1714 18 0 

Solliciting the bill - - - 330 © o 
% A 0 
Building — 4408 0 o 
Furniture p — - 1000 © o 
Stock, materials, &c. - — 1054 12 10 
6950 2 10 

— — 

Money borrowed at 4 per cent. 7000 © o 
Annual income = - — 
ditto Expences - - -. .o FI 238 © 
Money paid off - - - a. © 
ditto in hand, for ditto - - 400 0 © 


Building 


; 
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4. 4 th 
Building coſt about - 5000 © o 
Furniture, cloaths, &c. we, e 
Money borrowed, at 44 per cent. 8000 0 o 


Annual Income — — — 1787 3 
Intereſt ſalary's — — — 1430 © © 


Appears to be a ſurplus of- 357 2 3 


— 


Have no account of what money has been 
paid off. | 

The city of Norwich, in the reign of queen 
Anne, obtained an act of parliament to em- 
power them to maintain the poor in their ju- 
riſdiction, at a leſs expence, by incorporating 
all the pariſhes together. 

The city contains 40,000 inhabitants and 
32 pariſhes. 

Before the act paſſed, the poor coſt about 
13,000 J. per ann. 

They now maintain their poor at about 
8000 l. | 
Out of which is an annual ſaving, towards a 
ſinking fund, in caſe of any great emergency. 


NUMBER 


1 


N UM B E R 


Table of what every County pays in Land 
Tax and Poor Rates, in 177, and the 


Price of M beat.“ 
8 Y 
York — 3,770,000 
Devon 1,920,000 


Lincoln — 1,740,000 
Northumberland 1,370,000 
Hants — — 1,312,500 
Kent 1,240,000 
Eſſex 1,240,000 
Lancaſter —— 1,150,000 
Norfolk — 1,148,000 
Suſſex 1,140,000 
Somerſet —— 1,075,000 
Cumberland 1,040,000 
Suffolk 995,000 
Cornwval —— 960,000 
Salop —————— 890, ooo 
Wilts — — 876,000 
Stafford $10,000 
Glouceſter -———- d ao, ooo 
Dorſet — 772,000 
Cheſter — 720, ooo 
Carmarthen 700,000 
Derby —— Co, ooo 
Warwick ——— 670,000 
Hereford — 660,000 
Brecknock —— 620,000 
Durham 610,000 


Surrey 592,000 


Land Tax 


104,070 
100, 380 


77,250 
11,175 
65,505 
99,795 
92,940 
30,195 


106,515 


54,030 
83,145 

5, 40 
98,955 
46,215 
36,105 
58,995 
25,905 
555425 
40, 665 
24,030 

8,160 


25,860 


35,700 
3,3945 
8,475 
9,705 
47910 


II. 


1775» 


Peer Rates 


78,412 
72,352 
35,623 
15,057 
54,814 
87,137 
83,098 
56,163 
83.739 
61,564 
57,897 

83,89 
62,696 
25,504 
251443 
57,747 
35,986 
$9,158 
27415 
31,016 

3,852 
18,503 
48,329 
11,674 

2,852 
19,408 
$7,302 
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The 2 of | wheat, from the Reziſter of the Prices of Mr, Whit- 
bread's A ” 
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160 


i £ 52 

j 3 0 
3 Ft 

Cambridge —— 570,000 41,085 20,342 5, 10 
Nottingham — $560,000 26,190 14,684 5 10 
Leiceſter 560,000 32,535 26,300 6 7 
Montgomery - 560,000 8,295 5,864 — 
Northampton 550,000 42,4053 38,899 6 6 
Worceſter 540,000 33,270 29,757 6 6 
Glamorgan 540,000 11,355 367 — 
Ox ford 534-000 34-110 3154 6 7 
Berks ——— $27,000 423,960 39726 6 1 
Cardigan 520,000 3,165 1,267 — 
Weſtmoreland $510,000 4,980 3,041 5 9 
Merioneth — $500,000 3,015 1,068 — 
Hertford — 451,00 40,365 31,577 6 o 
e = 441,000 39,459 37,052 6 1 
Pembroke —— 420,000 9,795 4,179 — 
Denbigh —— 410,000 6,705 06,734 — 

Carnarvon — 370,000 45395 237 — 

Monmouth - - 340,000 10,660 7,468 6 4 
Radnor ——— 310,000 9.220 3,144 — 
Bedford — 260,000 26,895 18,93 6 2 
Middleſex — 247,000 219,960 189,875 5 11 
Huntingdon — 240,000 19,005 9,126 6 0 
Angleſey — 200,000 3.765 219 — 
Flint 160, ooo 35555 41944 — 
Rutland — 110,000 7,200 2,886 6 1 
\ 39,938,500 2,064,628t1,720,316 6 02* 


I wiſhed to have added to this table, a column of the number of 
houſes in each county in 1775, and for that purpoſe got a friend to ap- 
ply at the Tax Office; but after ſome time for conſideration, he was 
told it could not be complied with, I am not yet old enough to know the 
wiſe purpoſes to which concealment (in politicks) is to be applied, 


F Fractions included, 


This Day are publiſhed, 
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CONDITIONS. 
. "2.3 E work will be handſomely printed in 


I 
one volume, quarto, and ornamented with 
plates. 

II. Price one guinea, half to be paid at the 
time of ſubſcribing, and the remainder on the de- 
livery of the book, ſewed in blue paper. 

III. The MS. is ready for the preſs, and will be 
publiſhed as ſoon as the author is favoured with four 
hundred names, a conſiderable proportion of which 
number are already ſubſcribed, 

IV. The price to non-ſubſcribers will be raiſed. 

V. The ſubſcribers names to be printed. 


„For the convenience of ſuch of the author's 
friends, as chuſe to favour the work by circulating re- 
ceipts among their acquaintance, papers of five, ten, 


and twenty are done up for that purpoſe at the above 
bookſellers. 
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POLITICAL ARITHMETICK. Part I. 
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Obſervations on the preſent State of GREAT BRITAINS 


and the Principles of her Policy in the Encouragement 
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